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in the sixteenth century that we recognized these strange old
monsters in the fur-clad Eskimos of Baffin Bay.

There was, above all things, that persistent rumour about a
vast continent on the other side of the Atlantic, which practi-
cally all the geographical experts ever since the days of the
Greeks had mentioned as an actual fact They even knew the
name. It was called Ultima Thule. Where had the rumour
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come from? Had it found its way to Europe from Vinland by
way of Greenland and Iceland and the Faeroes? Or had it been
carried to Europe by those French fishermen who seem to have
visited the Banks of Newfoundland centuries before Columbus
was born?

Then there were the everlasting tales about golden cities
situated in the heart of Asia, many of which definitely ante-
dated the explorations of the Polo family. A great deal of all
mis common hearsay was, of course, pure fiction. But on a
closer examination of these picturesque fable? we are bound to